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Nam  gena«,  tt  proavoc  et  qaz  non  fccimat  ipai, 

Vix  ea  oostra  toco.  ovio. 

The  thinp  achiercd  by  my  forefathers  I  call 
not  mine - -  - 

BF.FORl^  I  pix)cecd  with  the  histoiy  of  our  family,  I 
crave  the  indulgence  of  my  readers,  for  a  few  moments,  to 
notice  iny  vciy  friendly  correspondents. 

‘  Fn>  rA  E/i/ttnim*  wlK>m  at  first  glance  I  recognized  to  be  a 
near  relation, advises  well;  such  friends  ought  always  to  be 
entertained  with  c.^itlial  affection ;  If  at  any  lime  I  chance  to 
overlook  what  I  ought  to  liave  examined,  I  tru$>t  that  he  who 
appears  to  be  .m  “  Israelite  indeed,**  will  immediately  inform 
me  of  it,  that  so  my  eye  may  be  pui*gcd  from  the  film  of  preju¬ 
dice,  and  ftecd  fix)m  the  mist  of  delusion.  My  other  coires- 
pondents,  *  TV  ,*  and ‘*S^rcfcrc/f#,*  appear  well, 

their  favours  are  prized  ;  but,  as  we  are  just  set  out  on  our 
journey,  I  trust  we  will  be,  in  a  short  time,  better  acquainted. 


Looking  over  the  histoiy  of  mankind,  with  an  enquiring 
eye,  1  have  often  been  astonished,  not  only  at  the  readiness  with 
which  man  is  wont  to  blame  his  fellow,  but  with  what  keen¬ 
ness  he  charges  the  failings  of  an  mdividual  to^  whole  fam¬ 
ily,  sect,  or  society  ;  even  the  Christian  religion,  which,  for 
the  purity  of  its  moral  precepts,  the  sublimity  of  its  doctinnes, 
and  the  exce^ncy  of  its  promised  rewards,  infinitely  surpas- 
Cs  all  that  ever  was  promulgedby  the  most  enlightened  sages 
has  been  vilified  because  of  the  slips  of  some  of  its  professors, 
and  their  crimes  charged  to  its  account.»ln  like  manner  has 


THE  EYE.  [Vol.  1. 

c\ir  familr  suffered.  Zebedve  /'brr«i§'A/,  who  spiling  from  one 
<.f  our  most  venerable  patriarchs,  by  what  means  1  could  nev. 

Cl  di:»covtr,  was  infkited  with  the  most  absurd  notkms  ;  he 
fancied  he  had  a  constant  communication  with  spints,  mark¬ 
ed  out  his  lucky  and  unlucky  days,  and  regulated  all  his  ac¬ 
tions  in  the  most  fantastical  manner ;  1  have  sometimes  Ixren 
highly  diverted  seeing  him  setting  his  room  in  o»der  with 
the  utmost  exactness,  and  on  enquiring  if  he  expected  com¬ 
pany  ?  with  the  utmost  gravity  he  would  reply,  O  yes,  I  am 
this  evening  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  :  Yet  my  uncle  was  not  mad,  far  from  it :  If 
he  walked  in  the  fields,  he  met  spirits^at  almost  every  turn  ; 
in  the  city  he  was  constantly  informing  you,  there  goes  a  fu¬ 
neral,  1  foresee  it,  from  that  house  : — Ah,  yonder  is  a  merry 
party,  1  see  the  l)ride-favours — yes,  yes,  that  will  be  a  sorrow¬ 
ful  aflfhir — What  ? — O  never  mind,  he  would  reply.  An  ac¬ 
cident — but  no  power  can  prevent  it.  Once  I  remember,  when 
a  boy,  I  was  walking  in  tlie  fields,  he  caught  me  up  in  his 
arms  and  ran  to  a  considerable  distance  ; — it  was  providential, 
nephew,  quoth  he,  that  1  was  prosent,  a  dozen  coaches  would 
have  ran  over  you,  had  I  not  snatched  you  from  danger  : — I 
saw  none,  uncle, — you,  foolish  child,  ah  no,  but  I  joresaw  it.  i 
My  own  sister  ^rab,  as  good  a  quiet,  hunume  woman,  as 
I  (partially  aside)  ever  knew,  tho*  she  does  not  pretend  to 
communications  with  spirits,  is  constantly  foreseeing  leltei^ 

^.1  the  candles,  strangei^  in  the  fii*e,  or  cross  accidents  from  ; 
table-slips-— tlie  dead  bell  rings  in  her  car ;  tlie  death  watch  , 
is  in  the  bed-posts ;  death  in  the  cracking  of  the  ful-niturc, 
the  crowing  of  the  cock,  and  the  how  ling  of  the  dog :  She 
has  also,  as  well  as  uncle  Ztbedpe^  her  unlucky  days,  her  fa¬ 
vourable  times  of  the  moon  ;  and,  w  ith  all  my  art,  J  have  not 
liccn  able  to  reason  her  out  of  the  belief  of  witches  ;  for,  when 
1  really  think  many  times  I  have  gotten  a  complete  victory, 
she  :oTnc8  slap  dash  in  my  teeth  with  the  witch  of  Endor, 
and  “  thou  shalt  not  suffer  a  w  itch  to  live  ;**  this  generally 
eivis  the  dispute  ;  for,  as  she  never  makes  use  of  these  un¬ 
til  she  can  reason  no  longer ;  so,  against  them  she  will  hear 
no  argument I  therefore  quietly  knock  tlie  ashes  out  of  my 
pipe,  fill  it  anew,  and  resign  myself  to  rest  in  my  elbow  chair. 

Thus  our  family  has  very  often  suffered  in  their  reputation. 
I^rctcrra^  fo*‘time’4eUfr9f  »econd^^/U-mtn^  /trrtcndera  to  /r&- 
fdiC9y<i  viuoficrico^  and  a  gi'eat  body  of  /irognotficatorty  undoubt-  • 


edly  liave  spivmg  from  the  Optics^  for  pcrfccdon  does  not 
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belong  to  ns ;  and  these  ought  justly  to  he  blamed  for  their 
fanciful  opinions,  and  mankind  atlvised  against  such  errors. 

But  the  Optics  ought  by  no  means  to  be  criminated  for  the 
follies  of  a  few  individuals.  En’or  in  practice  is  easily  detect¬ 
ed  ;  but  in  opinion,  let  it  be  ever  so  absu^xl,  it  belongs  not  to 
man  to  convince  :  We  n»ay,  it  is  true,  silence  our  opponent, 
but  still  the  opinion  remains.  He  only  who  made  man,  can 
cause  the  ariows  of  convjction  to  reach  his  heart.  Often  have 
1  said  to  my  sister  Somh,  Whence  can  dogs,  cocks,  and  bed- 
post-worms  have  the  intelligence  of  a  death  ? — The  Author  of 
wisdom  always  chuses  the  best  means  to  produce  the  best  ef¬ 
fects — Dost  thou  think,  sister,  that  cocks,  dogs,  post-worms, 
and  cracking  of  furniture  are  the  best  means  of  conveying  in¬ 
formation  ? — His  lessons  aie  all  so  plain,  that  ^*he  who  runs 
may  read’* — Aie  these  so  plain  ?  Brother,  she  always  ans¬ 
wers,  1  cannot  reason  with  you  who  have  been  college-bred, 
but  I  can  hold  my  own  op’uuon  :  Did  not  the  Uack  cock  crow 
throe  times  the  night  before  we  heard  of  the  death  of  uncle 
^mot  ?  Did  not  the  dog  howl  every  night  for  a  week  before  the 
.death  of  cousin  Dorothea. — Did  not  I  myself  hear  the  death  ) 

watch  ?  And  three  strokes  on  the  g:reat  dinging  table  w-cre 
heard  by  us  all,  before  the  loss  of  your  nephew  Kli'tu.  Broth¬ 
er,  brother,  you  cannot  convince  mr. — As  there  is  no  answering 
these  appeals,  tho*  contrary  to  both  natural  and  revealed  re¬ 
ligion,  I  dismiss  them  as  I  do  the  witch  of  Endor,  by  compos¬ 
ing  myself  in  my  easy  chair.  obaoiah  optic. 


onto  tv AL. 
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Oh  woman,  lovely  woman,  nature  form’d  thee 

To  temper  mao:  We  had  keen  brotea  without  yov.  otwat. 


THE  powers  of  the  female  mind,  have  long  been  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  spccTilaiive  controversy.  Ingenuity  has  marshalled 
her  forces  in  the  contest,  arming  the  illiber^  with  many  wea¬ 
pons,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  extirpate  from  the  female  char¬ 
acter  every  thing  that  is  either  noble  or  dignified.  Opinions' 
that  have  grown  out  of  heathen  superstition ;  ideas  that  wero 
emitted  from  those  clouds  of  intellectual  darkness  which  en- 
yrloped  the  human  mind  in  past  ages,  appear  to  be  tolerated, 
hi  some  degree,  in  which  boasts  of  being  irradiated,  witli 
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tlie  constellated  lustre  of  i*elip^ion  and  learning'.  It  was  a  fa- 
.vouritc  maxim  of  the  deluded  followers  of  Mahomet,  that  “  II  o- 
men  ftotteftsi  d  no  *ow/».”  Estimated  only  as  an  inferiour  order 
of  beings  they  were  matle  the  objects  of  unsanctified  indigni¬ 
ty  ;  and  not  unlike  the  misemble  ^hdfi  matt  *'  of  the  aborigines 
of  our  own  coiintr)*,  she  was  compelled  to  toil  as  the  beast  of 
the  field,  or  found  employed,  as  iii  days  of  old,  *^hcvfing  wood 
and  drawing  water,** 

The  indignation  excited  toward  the  authors  of  such  barba¬ 
rity  is  just;  the  current  of  feeling  hurries  with  it  in  its  impet¬ 
uous  coui-se,  the  mitigled  sensations  of  pity  and  contempt. 
But  whilst  we  indulge  in  this  resentment,  we  ought  to  reflect 
and  consider,  and  weigh  our  own  conduct  towaid  the  faiix*st 
portion  of  the  rational  creation,  lest,  without  being  conscious 
of  it,  we  may  be  pursuing  a  path  equally  prcposteipus  with 
that  of  the  Mahometans,  and  infinitely  more  censurable. 

That  tlie  female  mind  is  as  strong,  and  capable  of  as  great 
improYcmcnt  as  that  of  man,  I  hesitate  not  to  declare  ;  nor 
is  this  a  rash  assertion.  We  are  told,  that  Cornelia,  wife  of 
SciHio  Africa  vus,  was  a  woman  of  the  most  enlightened  un¬ 
derstanding,  she  not  only  studied,  but  was  mistress  of  philoso¬ 
phy,  and  gave  public  lectures  at  Home.  Cor  r  inn  a,  a  Giecian 
])Oete8S,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Pindar,  was  called  the  lyric 
muse,  for  her  excellence  in  that  style  of  composition,  and  is 
said  to  have  five  times  wrested  the  prize  from  that  illustrious 
bard:  Elizabeth, yuren  daughterof  Henry  viii. 

was  renowned  for  her  profound  erudition  ;  her  subjects  hon¬ 
oured  her  for  her  talents,  and  loved  her  for  the  magnanimity 
and  wisdom  of  her  administration  :  iMdy  Janf.  Gray,  was 
justly  called  the  admiration  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived  :  At 
an  early  period,  she  was  mistress  of  the  Latin  and  Gi^k,  was 
able  to  converse  in  the  Arabic  and  Chaldee  languages,  and 
those  of  French  and  Italian  were  as  familiar  as  her  own  :  Im- 
dy  Montague  was  celebrated  for  her  comprehensive  under¬ 
standing,  livt  ly  imagination  and  hnlliant  wit ;  And  who  docs 
not  admiro  the  piety  and  humility  which  were  displayed  in  the 
character  of  I^dy  Guvon  ?  the  pi-oductions  of  her  pen  aie  a 
monument  of  her  excellence.  Indeed,  the  names  of  Smith 
and  Rowe,  of  More  and  W aeefielo,  with  numerous  other 
'distinguished  females,  who  have  added  lustre  to  polite  litcra- 
‘  ture  and  science  in  Europe,  shall  long  be  dear  to  learning.  And 
talents  equally  splendid  exist  in  our  own  country,  which  aw 
yet  to  receive  the  same  homage  of  deserved  praise. 
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Let  us  not  then  value  woman  exclusively  for  her  exter¬ 
nal  beauties  and  unmeaning  accomplishrnents,  no  longer  de¬ 
grade  ourselves  by  degrading  her  with  the  prattle  of  aoimdn 
and  ^  pompous  noflihtga** — no  longer  believe  that  she  is  a  mere 
automaton,  possessing  the  power  of  motion,  or  like  the  cro- 
noinater,  regtilated  at  picasui-e :  These  things  custom  has 
too  long  sanctioned  ; — it  becomes  ua  to  endeavour  to  limit,  if 
not  entirely  to  remove  the  pernicious  influence.  We  are 
justly  reprobated  for  under-ratiiig  female  talents;  let  us 
then  resolve  to  believe  tliat  their  jwwers  of  mind  are  equal 
with  our  own  ;  let  us  no  more  be  employed  in  giving  any 
false  and  trifling  directions  to  them  ;  let  us  cherish  every  in¬ 
clination  that  we  may  discover  in  them  to  attain  the  heights 
of  science,  or  to  partake  at  the  feast  of  litei-alurc  ;  let  us  re¬ 
view*  their  opinions  with  attention  and  ix-spect,  and  listen  to 
their  enquiries  with  patience  and  with  pleasure.  Thus  shall 
we  alike  fulfil  the  high  demand  of  rraaon^  and  perform  the 
most  exalted  of  duties,  the  obligation  of  affection.  R. 


OkJGtSJL. 
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Omne  in  praecipid  vidum  »tedt.  jov. 

Vice  ha«  attuned  it«  stmtb.  cirroas. 

WHEN  we  calmly  survey  the  manners  of  this  wortd,  we 
arc  surprised  that  men  should  be  so  careless  of  their  own  wel¬ 
fare,  and  so  willing  to  be  the  dupes  of  others  ;  resolutely  bent 
on  the  attainment  of  favounte  objects,  their  own  happiness 
dwindles  into  a  despicable  incumbrance,  and  is  ti*ampled  upon 
as  an  unmeaning  obstacle  to  their  wishes — those  who  point 
out  their  errors  are  treated  with  little  respect,  and  the  attempt 
to  persuade  them  into  a  proper  course  of  life,  g^encrally  proves 
fniitless:  it  has  employed  the  talents  and  industry  of  many 
eminent  characters  to  reform  a  single  individual,  while  a  fa¬ 
vourite  taylor  or  millcner  leads  the  fashions  of  the  cit>',  and  thou¬ 
sands  follow  the  whims  of  a  single  person,  and  endeavour  to  im¬ 
itate  the  vices  of  notorious  rakes.  Every  new  writer,  in  a  cause 
so  much  against  the  inclinations  of  men,  is  considered  as  an  in¬ 
truder  ;  anti  however  unjustifiable  the  imputation,  he  is  regard¬ 
ed  as  one  who  vainly  uspires  to  execute  what  the  greatest  ta- 
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lents  have  failed  in.  The  Rambler  has  ingeniously  and  cor¬ 
rectly  drawn  the  impending  fate  of  such  who  wish  to  lead 
others  to  stem  the  cuiTeut  of  vice  and  fashion,  “  There  arc 
few  enterprires,”  says  the  author  “  so  hopeless  as  contests  with 
the  fashion,  in  which  the  opponents  are  not  only  made  confi¬ 
dent  by  their  numbers,  and  strong  by  their  union,  but  are 
hardened  by  contempt  of  their  antagonist,  w'hom  they  always 
look  upon  as  a  wretch  of  low  notions,  contracted  views,  mean 
conversation,  and  naiiow  fortune,  who  envies  the  elevations 
which  he  cannot  reach,  who  would  gladly  embitter  the  happi¬ 
ness  which  his  inelegance  or  indigence  denies  him  to  partake, 
and  who  has  no  other  end  in  his  advice  than  to  revenge  his 
own  mortification,  by  hindering  those  <^hom  birth  and  taste 
have  set  above  him,  from  the  enjoyment  of  their  superiority, 
and  bringing  them  down  to  a  level  with  himself.”  Altho*  tliis 
discouraging  view  is  given  by  one  who  well  understood  the  ^ 
human  mind,  still  the  pi-ejiidiccs  of  these  persons  may  not  be  1 
so  strong  as  to  preclude  sdl  hope  of  reformation.  I 

Truth  %Panfs  no  argument^  is  an  adage  as  correct  as  trite,  but  ' 
we  want  the  means  of  enforcing  it ;  the  remedy  is  plain,  but  ■ 
the  mode  of  application  is  not  attended  to.  Many  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  reform  the  votaries  of  fashion,  by  heaping  scunility 
upon  their  weakness  :  Instead  of  treating  with  them  as  rational 
creatures,  and  entitled  to  rospectful  communication,  they  have 
commenced  their  exhortations  with  scoffing  at  the  faculties 
of  their  opponents,  as  enen  ated  by  the  vices  of  th«  age,  and 
their  judgments  as  impaired  by  uUempei-ance  ;  but  their  ad¬ 
vice  has  been  consigned  to  an  early  tomb  of  oblivion,  and  they 
have  been  indeed  considered  as  ‘wi-etchesof  low  notions.’ 

There  is  another,  and  not  a  rare  fault,  of  which  many  cen¬ 
sors  are  guilty  ;  an  eager  thirst  for  fame  is  the  sole  induce¬ 
ment  to  their  taking  an  active  part ;  they  wish  themselves, 
leather  than  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  should  be  considered 
as  accomplishing  the  task  they  undertake  ;  they  seem  careless 
whether  their  proposed  object  is  gained,  if  the  success  cannot 
be  attributed  to  their  ingenuity  ;  they  search  their  imagina¬ 
tions  for  original  arguments,  and  prefer  them  to  the  more  co¬ 
gent  reasons  of  more  eminent  characters  ;  they  care  not  what 
is  advanced,  if  it  can  appear  in  harmonious  periods,  and  ‘  learn¬ 
ed  words.*  These  can  expect  nothing  less  than  the  contemp¬ 
tuous  censure  of  those  they  wish  to  condemn,  while  such 
ridiculous  vanity  is  blended  witli  their  seeming  desire  of  do¬ 
ing  good. 
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There  are  others,  who  satisfy  themselves  with  tamely  sug¬ 
gesting  the  probable  tendency,  rather  than  proving  the  posi¬ 
tive  consequences  of  vicious  habits ;  and  these,  though  they 
may  meet  with  some  attention,  yet  their  partial  representa¬ 
tions  answer  no  good  pui-pose. 

It  is  difficult  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  reader  on  topics 
of  this  kind,  unless  clothed  with  considerable  humour,  oi  writ- 
tan  in  a  superiour  style  ;  as  the  matter  is  not  acceptable,  there 
must  be  something  extraordinary  in  the  mannrr^  in  order  to 
insure  a  tolerable  reception — there  is  every  thing  to  prepon¬ 
derate  against  the  merits  of  the  writer ;  the  fangs  of  criticism 
and  prejudice  are  always  prepared  to  mangle  those  who  wish 
to  thwart  their  favourite  inclinations,  but 

“  Ten  censure  wrong,  for  one  who  writes  amiss,** 

with  this  consolation,  I  shall  go  on  to  notice  the  several  follies 
which  prevail  among  mankind,  and  in  attempting  to  vindicate 
natui'e  and  propriety,  be  careful  to  avoid  tlie  erroneous  paths 
marked  out  by  many  of  my  predecessors.  T. 


ORlCJifJL, 

MUSHKOOM.^^.  I. 


I  HAD  thrown,  the  stump  of  my  second  segar  into  the 
fire,  turned  myself  in  my  arm  chair,  and  had  my  finger  on 
the  bell-wire  to  wring  for  my  slippers,  when  a  loud  rap  at  the 
door  startled  me— It  was  past  nine  o’clock — who  could  it  be 
— it  was  certainly  a  message  from  a  patient — but  ere  I  could 
find  time  to  congratulate  myself  on  the  prospect  of  a  fee,  my 
old  house-keeper  Deboimh,  to  whom  I  had  given  strict  orders 
never  to  wait  for  the  second  rap,  g^ve  me  a  packet — 1  knew 
the  hand — 'twas  from  the  old  apothecary  over  the  way,  and 
read  as  follow’s— 

DF.AR  FUNGUS, 

Enclosed  you  have  the  first  number  of  “  the  Eye** — ’twont 
'  do— must  fall — no  support  in  this  place — men  of  genius  no 
leisure— men  of  leisure  no  genius-—  Your*s, 

CAUSTIC. 

I  Yes  but  it  will— no  men  of  leisure  indeed !  I  am  one  with 
leisure  enough  on  my  hands,  said  1,  laying  aside  my  hopes  of 
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a  fee  and  my  gold  headed  cane  at  the  same  time— I  am  a  man 
of  leisure^  and  I  am  sure  tl.ere  must  Ik-  nuny  nun  ofleisui-c, 
and  genius  too,  in  this  populous  city— 1  will  throw  in  my  mite, 
said  I,  settling  myself  in  my  arm  clu^ir— if  the  brass  plate  on 
my  door  with  Dr.  Fuxcus  in  large  letters  will  not  bring  me 
into  notice,  my  pen  shall — while  1  am  without  patients,  Mr. 
Optic  shall  have  an  occasional  communication,  while  he  has 
patience  to  publish  them — who  knows  the  celebrity  I  may 
gain — patients  plenty — my  one  hoi-se  chaise— It  is  impossi< 
tie  to  say  how  long  my  golden  dream  would  hare  lasted,  had  not 
Deborah  broke  the  charm  w  ith  your  slippers  sir,'*  touching 
me  on  the  elbow— true,  DeIx>i'Hh,  said  1,  it  is  almost  bed  time 
— past  11  o'clock  said  the  w-atchman.  >  fungus. 

- - - 

To  rat.  E  Dir  OR  of  the  in. 

jri.  opric, 

HAV'ING  early  accustomed  myself  to  observe  human 
natnre,  I  frequently  indulge  in  throwing  my  **  mind’s  eye*’ 
over  this  scene  of  man,”  to  I'eQect  on  his  viitues  and  his 
foibles. 

Tliat  proneness  of  the  human  mind  to  disengage  itself 
fiom  tlie  present,  to  expatiate  in  the  boundless  regions  of 
hiturity,  has  often  been  said  to  bo  the  chief  soui-cc  of  Imman 
happiness. 

It  is  certain,  that  many  of  the  “  sweet  moments’*  of  life 
arc  derived  from  an  indulgence  in  hope  ;  and  man  were  in¬ 
deed  a  “  world  witlwut  a  sun,”  had  he  not  that  benign  prin¬ 
ciple  implanted  in  his  breast.  It  is  pleasing  to  look  forwaixl 
through  time  for  those  joys  we  at  present  wish  ;  and  if  wc 
cannot  enjoy  the  i*eaiity,  we  do  at  jeast  its  shadow. 

But  though  it  is  acknowledged,  that  many  of  the  pleasures 
of  life  arise  nt)m  hopte  reasonably  indulged  in  ;  yet  it  is  alsocer- 
tsun,  that  many  ot  the  evils  of  life  arise  from  tiiose  wild  ex¬ 
travagances  of  uni-easonable  expectation,  in  which  suniu  aie 
pleas^  to  doze  away  their  existence. 

Disappointments  are  calculated  to  wring  the  soul ;  and  he 
who  expects  much  will  meet  wiH>  many  disuppointnants ; 
Hjnee,  Dean  Swift  has  given  us  this  mock  iK-etitude,  ‘  Bless¬ 
ed  is  he  that  expecteth  nothing,  for  lie  shall  not  he  uis..i'point- 
ed.**  But,  independent  of  the  stings  of  disappointnieiit.  there 
are  many  other  considerahuoa  which  should  induce  us  not  to 
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be  too  much  excursive  on  the  wings  of  visionary  hope.  "When 
i  the  mind  once  grows  fond 

«  — -  '  ■  — to  linger  to  survey 

Tlic  promis’d  joys  of  life’s  udmeasur’d  way,” 

we  are  too  apt  to  spend  those  moments  which  ought  to  be 
employed  in  the  more  impoitant  concerns  df  IHe,  in  forming 
airy  projects  of  future  joy  and  g^atness.  l^ife  is  too  short  and 
precarious  to  be  spent  dreaming  awake  ;  yet  many  neglect 
their  interests,  desert  their  cares  and  duties  to  dream  avay 
their  lives  in  vacant  hoi)e.  Punctuality  in  our  engagements 
is  certainly  of  the  firet  importance  ;  but  it  is  as  ceitain,  that 
he  who  has  his  mind  continually  employed,  ih  building  airy 
castles,  jcannot  observe  a  strict  and  just  punctuality  in  lusbu* 
siness.  ,  *  '  * 

In  viewing  human  nature,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  wayward¬ 
ness  of  will,  wss  ever  opposed  to  the  steadfastness  of  nature  ; 
the  young  would  be  old,  and  the  old  would  be*  young :  One 
wishes  the  suf»  would  move  slower,  that  he  might  prolong  pre¬ 
sent  joys  ;  another  that  it  would  move  faster,  that  he  might 
grasp  the  pleasure  he  has  in  sight.  "We  are  never  s^isfied 
with  our  present  condition  ;  every  new  acquisition*’  gener¬ 
ates  new  desires.  We  see  and  pursue^  but  cannot  enjoy  ;  but 
follow  the  gay  phanto.n  pointed  out  by  hope,  till  wb ▼arrive 
at  the  sea  shore  o£i;temity,  whL'reit  is  stHL  before  ut.  ^ 

Man  is  indeed  a  strange  andiaconsislebt  bjeiogi  With  con¬ 
tinual  memento  to  impress  upon  his  mind  tiie  transitory  and 
piecarious  nature  of  humau  lilc,  the  rapid  flight  of  time,  and 
the  extent  and  variety  of  his  duties,  l;^  sufi'urs  hour  after  hour, 
day  after  day  and  week  after  week  to  pass  aw^ay,  with  asmuch 
listlessness  as  if  life  were  indeed  a  jest*.  Even  his  attlent  love 
of  fame,  his  amhit'ion  to  be  great,  is  not  a  permanent  restraint 
upon  the  giddy  thouglitlessness  of  his  nature.  Often,  very 
often,  does  he  step^aside  fiom  the  elevated  and  digpiificd  pur¬ 
suits  of  honourable  ambition,  to  follow,  like  a  child,  the  butter¬ 
fly  that  flits  before  his  sight.  Jj  E* 


TO  CORRE’JPONOENI  S. 

“  Hjmmt**  by  AUamdtr"  ihsU  b«  inserted  occasionally. 

**  Tbt  Ejtt  mm'irrtguUr  Odt"  —  shill  have  poMCssion  of  our  poetical  dc- 
P^mnent  next  week,  a  repetition  of  such  farours  from  Arnttkarii*  wUi 
be  cordially  recei-ed. 

SevcTil  commanicatioof  arc  ander  conaidentioa. 
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fy>  ns  EDiros  or  rus  srs. 


MR.  oprrc^ 

I  HAND  yon  a  few  Hymns  for  a  placr  oar  paper,  if  they  dwll  h« 
fouixl  worthy  of  that  honou.*.  Yo«  ,  «t  socne  alhiitons,  readily 

.pcrreive  that  they  were  occaa<onal;  cr  Vwhcn  the  mind  was  affect* 
cd  by  particular  tubjectt,  or  undc:^  *  ua  particularly  atroog  ;  die* 

tated  by  the  impolte  of  the  fee  lie,  .  ^ae;  and,  not  being  intended 

'for  the  public  eye,  are  inartificial  u.  structure.  If  howceer,  they 

diall  afford  the  unalleat  gratificatioo  w  a.  one  truly  pious  mind,  I  ihsM 
wot  feel  much  solacitude  about  the  dcciuon  of  criticism  t  The  good  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  heart  are  alurays  preicrahle  to  the  elegant  furniture  the 
head.  A. 

HYMN  ON  SUNDAY  MORNING. 

**  My  uotce  in  the  w^miag  thou  shalt  hear,  O  Loan '  in  the  awrwVg  I 
will  direa  my  prayer  unto  thce,.and  will  look  up.  Psalm  e.  3.  < 

ALMIGHTY  GOD  •  enthron’d  above, 

Fountain  of  mercy,  truth  and  love, 

Abash’d' before  thine  awful  face, 

1  wou’d  adore  and  offer  praise. 

But  wliat  can  abject  wiortals  give 
iWsrtby"  their  hiAKsa  to  reoerre  f 
Yeai-— Thau  wilt  haar'ifiNan  impart 
The  fabmage  oCa  grataiii  heart  i 
Yes !  Thou  wUt  hc«r,  and  then  receivo 
The  ■smallest  tribatc  that  we  grre, 

Forms  dear  sake  who  pleads  our  canae; 

'Who  tnuPd  our  frailties  to  u  is  cross ; 

Who  bore  our  sins  upon  the  wood ; 

Who  cleans’d  us  with  his  precious  blood  ; 

Who  on  thy  sov’reign  altar  lays 
The  incense  of  our  pray’rs  and  praise. 

On  this  blest  morning  of  thy  day, 
t)evoutly  let  me  kneel  and  pray  ; 

Devoutly  Tct  my  voice  ascend 
To  thee,  my  Goo,  my  Hfe,  my  friend. 

Thrice  welcome,  glorious  day  I  tliat  brings 
A  rest  from  wot^k  and  worldly  Chings, 

And  the  sweet  privilege  to  prove 
Commuuionrwiih  the  Guo  ofiovcr 


How  my  rapt  sotil  it  all  on  fircy 
And  mounts  on  wings  of  strong  desire^ 

To  catchy  from  angels  angel-praise 
To  animate  my  feeble  lays ! 

How  great  thy  wond*rous  pow’r  and^might 
That  spoke  the  universe  to  light! 

Thy  providential  care  diviney 
That  still  upholds  the  vast  machine  ! 

How  wisely^  when  creation  stood 
Complete,  and  thou  pronounc'd  it  good. 

This  day,  in  kindness,  was  imprest 
On  man,  a  day  of  sacred  rest ! 

But  O  I  more  wond’rous  great  thy  love 
That  brought  salvation  from  above ; 

Andy  on  this  day,  subdu'd  our  foes, 

\Vhcn  Christ  from  death  triumphant  rose! 
Hell  and  the  grave  oppose  in  vain 
lie  bursts  tlieir  bars,— He  breaks  our. chain 
In  glory  rc-ascendson  high. 

And  points  his  followers  to  the  'sky. 

The  host  of  heav’ii  around  him  throng 
Shouting  his  vietTy  in  their  song ; 

And  Welcome  his  ix-tum  above. 

Fountain  of  mercy,  truth  and  love. 

H.:nce  should  this  day  forever  be 
To  all  mankind  a  jubilee ; 

The  day  when  pure  devotion  ought 
To  prompt  each  action,  word  aod  thought. 
Yet,  not  that  jubilee  of  noise. 

Which  sounds  the  world’s  tumultuous  joys; 
But  spent  in  heav’n's  appointed  waysi 
Of  pray 'r,  and  gratitude,  and  pndse. 

These  arc  thy  precepts,  deoi'cst  Lord  ! 

That  breathe  throughout  thy  holy  word ; 
That,  in  atfection,  speak  benign, 

And  prove  its  origin  divine. 

O  heavenly  Father !  long  as  I 
‘  Am  CKil’tl  from  my  native  sky, 

^1  orphan  in  this  world  of  woe, 

,  T o  this  thy  wUl  I’ll  fre^uc&t  gp 
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Thci'e  shall  I  see  thy  gi*acious  face  ; 

There  tliy  lov'd  lineaments  I’ll  trace ; 

And  thcix*>  with  fix’d  attention  stay 
To  1‘ead  and  ponder,  sing  and  pray. 

By  it  instructed,  I  shall  see 
hly  duty  to  mankind  and  thee ; 

And  by  its  quick’ning  spirit  feel 
Obedience  sweet  and  giateful  zeal. 

Thus  shall  my  number’d  days  be  blest— 

But  this  a  day  of  special  i-est. 

When  my  abstracted  soul  shall  prove 
Communion  with  the  God  of  love. 

And,  when  thy  voice,  O  parent  dear, 

Cull,  me  from  earth  and  all  things  here, 

W^ith  joy  I’ll  cr)',  “to  thee  I  come, 

To  rest  in  my  eternal  home.”  alcakdek. 


ORICtSAL. 

C0XKUBL4L  JOYS. 

A  SOKNET. 

TO  man  what  are  the  joys  of  life, 

Tho*  fleeting  pleasures  charms  displa3q 
And  fortune’s  sun-shine  gilds  his  day. 

Unless  he  shares  them  with  a  wife? 

No  soft  content  his  mind  can  prove. 

No  tender  bliss  to  him  Is  known  ; 

No  smile  reflective  of  his  love. 

No  bosom  friend  he  calls  his  own. 

W’hen  anxious  cares  the  soul  oppress, 

A  wife’s  tndeannents  make  them  less ; 

Her  smiles  dispiel  the  clouds  of  gnef, 

And  give  the  sad’ning  mind  itlicf. 

Then  may  each  virtuous  heait  the  joys  approve,  ♦ 

Which  spring  incessant  fiom  connubial  love.  alician. 
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